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DANDELIONS WA 
Statement by Member for Joondalup 

MS E.L. HAMILTON (Joondalup) [12.55 pm]: Dandelions WA is a wonderful not-for-profit organisation that 
supports Western Australians of all ages, all genders and no matter their reason for need, 365 days a year. Its motto 
is simple—spreading kindness, growing hope. Earlier this week, co-founders Jan and Vicky visited Parliament House 
to meet with members of Parliament and share information about their back-to-school campaign for 2023, which 
will provide backpacks to children in need, filled with learning essentials, toiletries, a library bag, a hat, a lunch box 
and a drink bottle to ensure that their first day back at school is filled with joy, hope, opportunity and equality. 
Dandelions WA commenced its back-to-school campaign in 2021 and supported 220 children. In 2022, 934 children 
received a backpack. This year, 162 schools from Broome to Esperance have requested around 4 000 backpacks, 
and Dandelions WA is now reaching out for assistance to ensure that it is able to fill all those orders. Dandelions WA 
knows the “power of the backpack”, or what have become known as the “Dandi bags”. Feedback that has been 
received is that the backpacks are treasured; attendance rates, engagement and the desire to learn are improving; 
reading levels are excelling; and there has been an overall improvement in learning outcomes. Dandelions WA was 
founded right here in Joondalup. I am so proud that it is now making a difference across WA. There are 103 volunteers 
who support Jan and Vicky, and to each of them I say thank you! If anyone would like to make a donation and 
support the 2023 back-to-school campaign, my office and the offices of many of my parliamentary colleagues are 
collection points. 
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